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See you  

next  

Summer! 

Hooray for a Great Summer! 

      Krislund campers were treated to a wonderfully rich Christian experience this 

summer.  With 645 campers sharing good food, adventure experiences, thoughtful 

Bible study, energetic music and worship, and caring relationships, we can declare 

the summer camp program for 2011 a good success. 

      This year the camp has made real strides in using technology for distributing 

camp information and facilitating registration of campers and volunteers.  While the 

camp staff sometimes wondered if they would ever get it straightened out, their 

persistence has paid off.  Mary and Tammy, the two office staffers who are 

responsible for connecting with campers and their families, have expressed their 

appreciation for the patience of parents who kept trying when their first attempt to 

communicate didn’t always work.  The result was many happy campers. 

      Meanwhile, the counselors and summer program staff have celebrated a good 

summer and many have said “We’ll see you next year.” As they head back to 

schools and jobs,   they deserve many thanks for the enthusiasm and energy with 

which they shared their faith, led the weekly activities and helped campers grow in 

their relationship to God and others. 

   Well done! 

Front: Grace Dingler, Danielle SaxvanderWeyden  First Row: Sean Andrus, Lauren Voigt, Becka Zimmer-

man, Steph Noyes, Chelsey Noyes, Darlene Schmidt, Meryl Arnold, Rachel Lins  Second Row: David Solo-

mon, Billy Robenolt, Theresa Narus, Cassie Califf, Sarah Boger, Jackie Radziewicz, Michael Swain, Brett 

Foote, Avery Capper, Michelle Califf, Heather Anderson, Josh Stitt  Third Row:  Sean McKinlay, Alex Bor-

zok, Jamee Gasperich, Nathan Heemstra, Katie Norman, John Bricker, Jamie Strobel, Andrew Bartoe, Michael 

Heemstra, Andrew Stout, Andrew Foltz-Morrison, Art DeVos, Pam DeVos 

  



Opportunities Abound At Krislund 

The summer season may have concluded but 

there are still opportunities for you to come to 

Krislund and enjoy God’s amazing creation.  

Many church groups, college groups and other 

organizations and clubs come to use 

Krislund’s facilities to get away from the 

busyness of everyday life.  There is no doubt 

that God impacts hundreds of kids during the 

summer, but also impacts adults and youth 

alike throughout the rest of the year in this 

place.  This is just one reason why Krislund is 

set apart and why this is such a fantastic 

ministry.  Check out all of our activities on 

our website:  www.krislund.org or find us on 

Facebook. 

 Art DeVos, Program Director 

The Message Board is open for comment 

from campers, parents, and persons who 

embrace the ministry of Krislund.  Send 

comments to:  info@krislund.org or             

Krislund Camp, 189 Krislund Drive, 

Madisonburg, PA  16852. 

Chip in for Krislund Gift 

  Members of the Dickinson Presbyterian Church 

gathered to celebrated the successful golfing event 

held this summer to support the ministry at Krislund. 

   They presented at check for $4,500 to Krislund 

Camp and Conference Center during worship last 

month.  Here, Kevin Mater, (center) a member of the 

Joint Camp and Conference Committee receives the 

gift on behalf of Krislund.  Many thanks to all those 

who made the event a success. 

  

Krislund Goes International 

     This year, in addition to the 88 Presbyterian 

Churches and the 25 other Christian church 

denominations represented among Krislund 

campers, several states and countries were 

represented as well.  In 

one week, for example, 

the Tribe of Judah  

(Each week campers 

were divided into 

“tribes” to learn about 

sharing as well as 

growing in fellowship 

and faith.) included 

campers from Korea, 

Latvia, and  Honduras.  The boys came through 

local Presbyterian Churches or friends of Krislund.  

Camden Kriswell, (left) came from Latvia and loved 

the camp.  He said, “It’s the only time I’ve ever 

been to camp and I like it.”  Carlos Patschke, 

(center) from  Honduras, said, “I like making new 

friends.” and Tony O’Shae, (right) from Korea, 

when ask what he liked best said, “ I guess it’s just 

getting closer to God.” 

 Whether from far away or closer to camp, the 

campers expressed their enthusiasm for the summer 

experience.  In the surveys gathered at the end of 

each week of camp, camper satisfaction remains 

very high with Nitefest being the most popular. 



Hi.   

       I was writing in a memory book for my daughter and came to my time at Krislund.  I checked online and 

sure enough, Krislund has a web page.  It brought back memories I cherish to this day although many are some-

what vague.  A few things stick out.    

       I know I was one of the original campers back in 1964.   Back then, the camp was VERY primative, but it 

had running water and toilets of a sort.  A week at Krislund was part work, part fun, and part worship.   

       I was a camper in 1964 and 1965 and worked on the staff in 1966 and 1967.  Rev Torsten (Tor) allowed us 

to have almost any title we wanted, so I was the "camp carpenter".  It was a tradeoff from not being paid.  I real-

ly didn't do much carpentry…I built many of the picnic tables then in use at the camp and contributed to build-

ing the first covered wagons.  I very clearly remember steaming and bending the oak slats that made up the curv-

ing top of the wagons.  It took quite a few people to do the steaming and bending.  We used a long trough of 

welded together barrels and kept a fire going under it with logs.  It was pretty hard and hot work.  I remember 

"Steve", one of the paid staff, using all his strength to wrap the boards around the jig. I remember the frustration 

when we'd get a board 90% bent and it would break. After bending, the boards were allowed to cool  before they 

were removed.  Later they were screwed onto the sides of the wagons to form the graceful arches atop the wag-

ons.  Finally, we installed the canvas top.  I think we did either 4 or 6 wagons that first year. 

       As I remember, the bridge to the camp washed out in in one of the early years right before camp opened for 

the summer.  Repairing it was an "all 

hands on deck" project. We worked all 

day and into the night to get the bridge 

ready for the incoming campers to 

use.  It was heavy work moving long 

10" x 13" timbers into place and secur-

ing them.  I can't remember if we got 

the bridge done in time or not.  I have 

faint recollections that we did not finish 

the bridge in time for the campers arri-

val but had it done by the time they de-

parted.  I seem to remember using the 

tractor and a large wagon to move 

campers from the main road across the creek and up to the camp.  

      I also helped lay the water lines through the meadow.  The holes were dug by backhoe as I remember, but 

they had to be filled in by hand so we didn't break the plastic pipe being used. We had a regular "trench gang" 

busy filling in the trench.  Personally,  I'd stand in the trench and pull the soil into it using my body to break the 

fall of the rocks, etc.  Very dirty work to say the least.  But we managed to get the job done.  As an aside, I was 

one of the first camp casualties when I cut my foot and had it get infected.  My ankle was swollen to twice it’s 

size and I was afraid they were going to send me home for the summer.  However they relented and let me 

stay.  I remember "Jim", another paid staff member, driving me to the hospital in Bellefonte to be treated.  He 

had a big pickup truck that he was very protective of.  He'd say, "It may be a truck, but it's my car so treat it 

nice." …. 

      One of the more pleasant memories I have is the big, hearty breakfasts we had each day around 6:30-7:00 

AM.  I thought it was terribly early but usually managed to get up in time for breakfast.  It was kind of difficult 

with multiple men all trying to use the single small bathroom at the same time. 

       Krislund had a permanent effect on my life. At the time, I was the moderator of the Huntington Presbytery 

Youth Group and active in my church.  We tried to organize weekend trips to Krislund for work and wor-

ship.  We also took periodic trips to Pittsburgh or wherever, staying in churches and spending time together.  It 

brought me closer to God and for quite a while I considered joining the ministry.  I was really influenced by Tor, 

an uncommon man.   

        It's heart-warming to see the Krislund web page and know that the camp, a very special place, has contin-

ued to thrive and has been guided by so many thoughtful people.  It's gratifying to know others are still benefit-

ing from the unique experience that is Camp Krislund.    

                                          Sincerely,  John (Brad) Donald 

 A Message From An Alum 



 

AN INVITATION  FOR ALL 
PASTORS, YOUTH PASTORS, 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS, 
MINISTERS OF MUSIC AND 

THEIR SPOUSES OF THE 
CARLISLE, HUNTINGDON , AND 

NORTHUMBERLAND 
PRESBYTERIES 

As a Thank-You for your continued support of 

our ministry, Krislund Camp & Conference 

Center cordially invites all pastors, youth pastors, 

Christian Educators, Ministers of Music and their 

spouses any Monday afternoon through Friday 

morning of your choosing (subject to availability) 

during our off season (mid-August until mid-May) for 

a time of refreshment, reflection, planning or study.   

 

Lodging will be provided FREE of charge for up to 

two nights and any additional nights are half off.  

Access to wireless internet is available in the office 

upon request.  Food service is also available with the 

appropriate charges applied to the stay.     

 

If you would like to make a reservation or would like 

more information, contact our office staff at 814-422-

8878 or via email at info@krislund.org .   

Wish List 

   Krislund is in need of some items that you may 

be thinking you would like to provide.  The list 

below does not include everything that is needed 

so, if you have something that you think the camp 

might use, please contact Mary or Tammy at the 

office: 814-422-8878. 

 

¶ Cleaning Supplies 

¶ Music Stands 

¶ Refrigerator - Gently Used 

¶ Upright Sweeper  - Gently Used  

 

 

Krislund Camp loves the fact that members of 

many of our supporting churches think of our 

needs when donating new and gently used 

items.   If, however, we find that we are unable to 

use these things, we reserve the right to dispose 

of the items so that they can be of use to other 

organizations. 

  

Take 

time to 

take a 

walk in 

the 

woods. 

Krislund 

is beauti-

ful this 

time of 

year! 


