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Why Christian Camping? – 

 Krislund Board Member Rev. Charlie Winkelman 

Why is Christian camping important?  With so many activities available for 

children, teens, and adults these days, why should I send my child or teen to 

Krislund for a week next summer, or my middle or high-schooler  to a weekend 

retreat this Spring, or myself to an adult conference or perhaps GrandCamp with my 

grandchild? 

 There are many good reasons, but the short answer is, because God uses 

these experiences to change lives!   

 Many Christians can tell stories of going to a camp or retreat and having an 

experience that deepened their faith.  A survey by the Christian Camps and 

Conferences Association revealed that millions attend camps, retreats, and 

conferences each year where hundreds of thousands make initial professions of faith 

in Christ or other life-changing decisions.  In 2002 a Presbyterian Panel research 

survey reported that 64% of pastors and 40% of elders said camps and/or retreats 

had contributed a great extent to their faith understanding.  The same survey noted 

that about 70% of members and elders and 90% of ministers can recall one 

particular learning or spiritual growth experience that had great significance in 

shaping their Christian life, often prior to age 17, and the most common setting for 

these experiences was a 

camp, retreat, or 

conference center. 

Such was certainly the 

case for me personally!  

The summer after third 

grade I shared my limited 

insights about the parable 

of the Good Samaritan at a 

church camp vesper 

service and heard 

counselors tell me I would 

be a preacher some day!  

Attending church camp 

each year I continued to grow in my Christian understanding, and can still 

remember the powerful sense of God’s presence at the candlelight communion 

service always held the final night of Sr. High Camp.  The seeds of God’s truth and 

love planted at camp came to fruition in later years as I believed and received Jesus 

Christ as my Savior and Lord, served as a camp counselor and director, led youth 

groups on retreats, and eventually sensed God’s call to ordained ministry. 

        Continued on page 3 

Cabin Update 

    Earth from the back of 

the Retreat Center looks 

clean and ready.  Howev-

er, an extremely wet fall 

has made the ground too 

unstable to permit the 

trucks to place the cabins. 
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WǳƴŜ мт-но 
 Base Camp 1    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 1     15y/o-19y/o   $315 

June 24-30  

 Base Camp 2    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 1 (cont.) 

 Sr. High White Water Rafting  9th-12th   $450 

July 1-3 

 Grand Camp    4y/o-8y/o       $195/$85 

 Mini Camp A    K-2nd   $195 

July 8-14 

 Base Camp 3    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 2     15y/o-19y/o  $315 

 Mini Camp B (July 8-10)  K-2nd   $195 

 Mini Camp C (July 12-14)  K-2nd   $195 

July 15-21 

 Base Camp 4    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 2 (cont.) 

 Mini Camp D (July 15-17)  K-2nd   $195 

 Mini Camp E (July 19-21)  K-2nd   $195  

July 22-28 

 Base Camp 5    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 3     15y/o-19y/o  $315 

 Jr. High Canoe    6th-8th   $425 

July 29-August 3** 

 Base Camp 6    3rd-12th   $375 

 Disciples 3 (cont.) 

 Jr. / Sr. Photography    7th-8th / 9th-12th $375 

August 5-10** 

 Base Camp 7    3rd-12th   $375 

 Wilderness Camp   5th-7th   $375 
 
ɛɛ0ÌÅÁÓÅ .ÏÔÅȡ 4ÈÅ ǢÎÁÌ Ô×Ï ×ÅÅËÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÔ άȡΪΪÐÍ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎȤ

ÉÎÇ ÁÔ αȡΪΪÐÍ ÁÓ ÏÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒÍÁÔȢ  ɉ4ÈÅÓÅ 

×ÅÅËÓȟ ÅÖÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ȬÁ×ÁËÅȭ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÏÆ ÃÁÍÐ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅȤ

ÖÉÏÕÓ ×ÅÅËÓȢ   4ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÄÄ Á ÍÅÁÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȢɊ   

Brochure is coming out soon.  Check your email!.  At that time you will be able to  register on-line. 

Early Bird Discount applies if you register before March 1. 

Check out the 
sibling discount: www.krislund.org 

Can/t get 
enough  

Krislund? 

Check out 
multiple week 

discount 

Find the full 

brochure at 

www.krislund.org 
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Why Christian Camping? 
Continued from page  1     

For the past 32 years I have been involved in youth ministry at 

various levels, and by far the most powerful works of God that I 

have seen in the lives of young people have occurred at camps, 

retreats, conferences, and mission trips – all of which happen 

regularly at Krislund!  Serving as a chaplain for a week at Krislund 

the past two summers, I have  personally  seen lives being changed 

as many kids made first time commitments to Jesus Christ or took 

other significant steps of faith and spiritual growth. 

What is it about a place like Krislund that sets the stage for 

such deep spiritual experiences?  Certainly God’s grace shines 

through the beauty of nature in our “mountain solitude” as we see 

God’s attributes in the creation all around us.  And where else does 

one participate daily in enthusiastic worship, deep Bible study, and 

immediate application of the truths learned, whether in the 

camaraderie and competition of camp-wide games or the individual 

challenge and excitement of adventure courses and high ropes!   

      But by far the greatest impact comes from the weeklong, 24/7 

experience of intentional Christian community.  One week of camp 

contains more time 

and more 

experiential content 

than a whole year of 

Sunday School or 

Youth Group! 

Separated from 

familiar surroundings, and “unplugged from the constant buzz of 

computers, television, video games, and cell phones,” young 

people are guided by caring, devoted, high energy leaders to 

make new friendships in a loving, supportive community which 

eats and plays and worships and prays and is challenged and 

overcomes together!  It’s the same model Jesus used with His 

disciples as He led them all over the countryside together, and 

young people at camp discover He is still here, doing the same today! 

Such experiences give young and old a 

glimpse of what life can be like when it is 

centered on Jesus Christ throughout every part 

of each day.  This is why kids who were 

homesick on day 2 want to stay another week 

on the last day!  This is why God consistently 

uses camps, retreats, and conferences to 

change hearts and minds and lives, creating 

caring Christian disciples with godly character, 

as well as strong leaders for the future of our 

church.  This is why Christian camping is so 

important for children, teens, adults, and all 

who want to grow closer to Christ! 



The Message Board is open for comment from campers, parents, and persons who embrace the ministry of Krislund.  

Send comments to:  

 info@krislund.org or   Krislund Camp,  PO Box 116, 189 Krislund Drive, Madisonburg, PA  16852.  

Krislund Camp Wish List 

   Many thanks for the wish list items we have 

received.   

    It is such a joy to hear from different areas of the Presbyteries.  It’s great to know 

you’re listening and will help when you can. If we find that we are unable to use a gift, we 

will be certain to pass it on so that it can be of use to other organizations. 

   This month, we highlight the need for: 

§ DVD players 

§ Hanging Projection Screens 

     With new and improved facilities, we could use more hanging screens and DVD 

players. 

     If you have any of the above items or have questions, call the camp office at 814-

422-8878 and ask for Mary or Tammy. 
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Find us on Utube 
     You can find the channel at: http://www.youtube.com/user/CampKrislund#p/u or just go to www.youtube.com and type in Camp Krislund in the search bar.  Scroll down to find the link to our page.  You can then subscribe to that channel and anytime a new video is loaded onto this page, you will be notified.  We hope you check it out! 

http://www.youtube.com/user/CampKrislund#p/u
http://www.youtube.com/user/CampKrislund#p/u
http://www.youtube.com

